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pression he could not see the wood for the
trees. There were a good many trees to distract
his attention. The heavy casualties caused
him real distress; everybody who served under
him knows how deeply he felt for the suffering
of his men. Then the French plans had all
gone wrong. He had been left in the air at
Mons and Le Cateau, orders and counter-
orders aroused his suspicion that Grand-
Quartier-General had lost grasp of the situa-
tion; he did not give Joffre and the French
Army credit for the power of recovery which
came to light during the next few days. He
was wrong. But if we look back over the
events of August his mistake seems very
natural; not one single calculation had turned
out correct, not a single order had been carried
through with success. Joffre's appeal to him
to attack was manifestly unreasonable. The
appeal to the French President added fuel to
his " mauyaise humeur " and Kitchener's visit
sent him into a rage. He makes no conceal-
ment of the fact that he regarded the interven-
tion of the Secretary of State as a personal
affront
When he entered the Embassy at Paris the
first thing that struck him was that the Secre-
tary of State wore the uniform of a Field-
Marshal. Next Kitchener " announced his in-
tention of taking the field and inspecting the
troops." Why this should have appeared so
distasteful is not explained; two months later
Lord Roberts in the uniform of a Field-
Marshal visited the British Expeditionary
Force and was welcomed. Kitchener probably